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Prevention. Collaboration. Education. Change.

By Emily Rayburn
GCSSP Program Director
Child Advocacy

Summer is finally here, and if we're being honest, I think we're all ready for a little
sunshine!

The last few months have kept our team busy. Between staffing changes, school
programming, coalition initiatives, community events, grant work, and everything in
between, it has certainly been a season of flexibility, teamwork, and more than a few
cups of coffee. Through it all, our staff and coalition partners have continued to show
up, adapt, and keep prevention efforts moving forward across Gratiot County.

As another school year comes to a close, I find myself reflecting on just how much has
been accomplished. This year, coalition members helped distribute resources, support
youth leadership opportunities, provide education and awareness programming,
strengthen partnerships, and continue important conversations around substance
misuse prevention and suicide prevention. While much of this work happens behind
the scenes, its impact is felt throughout our schools, workplaces, organizations, and
communities.

One of the brightest moments this spring has been welcoming baby Emerson to the
world. We are thrilled for Rachel and her family as they begin this new chapter and are
excited to welcome her back in the coming weeks. Congratulations, Rachel! We have
missed having her on the team and look forward to having everyone back together
again.

What continues to inspire me most is the commitment of the people around this table.
Prevention work can sometimes feel challenging because success is not always
immediately visible. We may never know every life that was changed because a
student felt connected, because a family had access to resources for support, because
someone learned how to act before a crisis occurred, or because a community
member decided to start a difficult conversation. Yet those moments matter, and they
happen every day because of the work being done by coalition members and
community partners.

The challenges facing our communities are real, but so is the passion, creativity, and
dedication of the people working to address them. Every training, every event, every
conversation, every partnership, and every small step forward contributes to
something much larger. That gives me a great deal of hope!

Thank you for your continued support, your partnership, and your commitment to
prevention. We are grateful for each of you and excited to see what we can accomplish

together in the months ahead.

Wishing you a safe, healthy, and sunny summer!
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This month, we are proud to recognize Patty Hovey of Gratiot Integrated Health Network (GIHN) as she celebrates 10 years of involvement with
the Gratiot County Substance and Suicide Prevention Program Coalition.

Patty joined the coalition in 2016 and has been a consistent and valued partner ever since. As GIHN's Recovery Services Program Supervisor,
Patty brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to coalition discussions and initiatives. Her professional credentials as a Licensed
Professional Counselor (LPC), Certified Advanced Alcohol and Drug Counselor (CAADC), and Certified Clinical Supervisor (CCS) reflect her deep
commitment to supporting individuals and families affected by substance use and behavioral health challenges.

Throughout the past decade, Patty has contributed to numerous coalition efforts, from presenting at coalition meetings and supporting Sticker
Shock campaigns to assisting with Community Care Bag distribution and participating in the Gration Alcohol Prevention Partnership (GAPP)
Workgroup. Her expertise helps ensure that the coalition's work remains connected to the real needs of the individuals and families we serve.

Coalition work is built on collaboration, trust, and a shared commitment to improving our community, and Patty exemplifies all three. Her
professionalism, dedication, and steady support have made a lasting impact on both the coalition and Gratiot County as a whole.

Patty, thank you for ten years of partnership, service, and leadership. We are grateful for your expertise, your commitment to prevention and
recovery, and the many ways you continue to strengthen our community!

COLLABORATION IN ACTION
ing Their Stories Art Show

Child Advocacy’s 2026 “Telling Their Stories Through Art” exhibit was held April 30" - May 15" at the Alma Community Art Center.

This meaningful exhibit featured artwork created by youth connected to Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA), the Children’s Advocacy
Center, and the Youth Coalition, a program of the Gratiot County Substance & Suicide Prevention Program. Through paint, color, and creativity,
these young artists share powerful personal stories and perspectives.

Coalition members all had a chance to enjoy the art show at the May GCSSPP Coalition meeting that was held at the Art Center. We welcomed

local artist Melanie Lewis to our meeting to teach the art of Zentangle to our coalition members! We are grateful for all of our community
partners who help us execute exciting inititatives like the Telling Their Stoires Art Show.
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